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ABSTRACT

Background. The socialization of children today is determined not only by macro-
trends related to socio-cultural, economic, and techno-evolutionary processes, but also
by the specific features of their relationship with parents, peers, and teachers and other
adults. It is these relations with the closest social environment that L.S. Vygotsky defined
as key to the social situation of a child’s development (Vygotsky, 1984). This position also
determines the relevance of this study, which analyzes the particular life position of moth-
ers of pupils in primary, middle, and high school. We proceed from the assumption that
the mother’s life position (her value orientations, emotional well-being, and evaluation of
social threats) significantly affects her interaction with her child, largely determining the
conceptual context of the process of his or her socialization.

Objective. To characterize the distinctive features of the relationship between indica-
tors of life position (values, emotional evaluation of one’s success in life, significance of
threats posed by the social environment) with the educational status of mothers of boys
and girls studying in primary, middle, and high school.

Design. The article presents data from analysis of the answers of 285,714 mothers of
pupils in primary, middle, and high school to an anonymous survey conducted in various
regions of the Russian Federation by staff of the Center for the Sociology of Education’s
Institute of Education Management, Russian Academy of Education, in 2022. According
to the research design, the article focuses on analysis of answers to questions that relate to
three indicators of the mother’s life position: value orientations, emotional evaluation of
the likely success of her future prospects, and evaluation of the significance for herself of
various social threats. The answers to these questions are then characterized with regard
to the influence of the mother’s educational status, as well as the gender and age of the
child, on her life position.

Results. Generally speaking, mothers with higher education are more optimistic
about their life prospects than those with secondary education. Values such as happy fam-
ily life, successful professional activity, spiritual and physical intimacy with a loved one,
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raising the level of one’s education, striving for self-reliance and independence, and the
opportunity for creative work are significantly more important. The factor analysis we
performed, taking into account the simultaneous influence of three factors on the life
position of the mother (her education, the gender and the age of the child), made it pos-
sible to identify the following four substantive factors that characterize her life position:
“striving for self-realization — personal insecurity”; “optimism — pessimism’”; “microsocial
well-being”; and “physical well-being”. Grouping the mothers of boys and girls of primary,
middle, and high school according to these factors showed that the level of education
of the mother fundamentally affects the social content of the child’s development in the
family. Thus, primary and middle school pupils whose mothers have higher education
are situated in a field of positive life attitudes on the part of the adult: striving for self-
realization, optimism, the value of a happy family life, and material well-being. On the
other hand, their peers whose mothers attained only secondary education see the adult as
socially unsuccessful: fearful and uncertain about both her present personal security and
her future prospects. The study also found significant substantive transformations in the
life position of mothers when their children reached high school.

Conclusion. The study allows us to draw a conclusion about the fundamental differ-
ence in the social situation of a child’s development in families with different levels of the
mother’s education at different stages of the children’s schooling.

Keywords: Mothers, pupils, life position, life values, social threats, emotional evalu-
ation of life prospects, social situation of development, gender, age, level of education

Highlights:

o Using an anonymous survey of 285,714 mothers of primary, middle, and high
school pupils, a large-scale study was conducted to identify the distinctive features
of the mothers’ life position, where the key indicators were: their value orienta-
tions, the significance of various social threats, and the emotional evaluation of
their success in life. The findings were analyzed in relation to the influence of the
mother’s level of education and the age and gender of the child.

o Factor analysis of the results showed that the life positions between mothers with
higher and those with secondary education are fundamentally different during
their child’s education in primary and middle school with respect to such tenden-
cies as striving for self-realization and emotional assessment of the success of their
life prospects.

o When implementing a strategy of upward educational mobility of a child from
a family with a low level of education, the mother’s life value of striving for self-
realization plays a fundamental role in the transition from middle to high school.

o Overall, the data allow us to conclude that the mother’s educational status has a
significant impact on the social content of the child’s development at different ages
and stages of schooling.

AHHOTAIINS

AxTtyanpHOCTb. CBOEOOpasIe mpoljecca CONMaIN3aLy COBPEMEHHOTO pebeHKa
OIIpENeNAIT He TONbKO MAaKPO-TE€H[EHLIMM, Kacalollyecs COIMOKY/NIbTYPHbBIX, 9KOHO-
MIYECKUX U T€XHO-9BOIOIVOHHBIX IIPOLECCOB, HO U KOHKPETHbIE OCOOEHHOCTY €ro
B3a/IMOOTHOIIEHMII C POAUTENAMY, CBEPCTHUKAMY, YUUTELAMU U OPYTUMU B3POCTIbI-
M1, VIMEHHO 9TV OTHOLIEHNS CO CBOMM O/IVDKANIIMM COLanbHBIM OKpyxeHuem JI.C.
BoIroTckmit 1 onpenenan Kak KIl04eBble P XapaKTEPUCTUKE COLMAIbHOM CUTYalun
pasBuTys pebenka (Boirorckuit, 1984). IlpuHaTIE 5TOrO MONOXKEHNUA 1 OLIpefeieT ak-
TYa/IbHOCTb IPOBEIEHHOTIO UCCIEN0BAHIsS, KOTOPOE MOCBAIIEHO aHA/IN3Y CBOEOOpasst
JKMSHEHHO MO3MIMI MaTepeil y4JalllMXcs HadajabHO, OCHOBHOM M CTapLIel IIKOJIbL.
ITpy 5TOM MBI MICXOAVM U3 IIPEAIIONOXEHIA O TOM, YTO )KM3HEHHasA 03UV MaTepy (ee
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LIeHHOCTHbIE OPUEHTALNN, SMOLMOHAIbHOE O/IArOIIOTyYlie ¥ OLleHKa COLMAIbHBIX yIPO3)
CYILIECTBEHHO BIIMsIeT Ha XapaKTep B3aUMOJECTBISA C peOEHKOM, BO MHOTOM OIIpefesist
CMBICTIOBOJ KOHTEKCT IIPOLIECCA €r0 COLVaMM3aIiN.

ITens. OcHOBHAA IieNb UCCIENOBAHNA COCTOUT B XapaKTEPUCTUKE OCOOEHHOCTEN
B3aJIMOCBA3eIl II0Ka3aTelell XU3HEeHHON o3Iy (IleHHOCTH, SMOIMOHA/IbHASA OlleHKa
CBOEJT XM3HEHHOM YCIEITHOCTH, 3HAYMMOCTb yrPO3 COIMAIbHOI Cpefbl) ¢ 06pasoBa-
TeIbHBIM CTaTyCOM MaTepeli Ma/Ib4MKOB I JIeBOYeK, 00yJaroMXCs B HaYa/IbHOI, OCHOB-
HOJL I CTapIel MIKOJIE,

IIponenypa. B cTatbe npuBeeHbI JaHHbIE aHA/IM3a OTBETOB 285 714 Marepeli y4a-
IIMXCA HavaIbHOM, OCHOBHOI 1 CTaplIeli MIKOJIbI, IOTy4eHHbIE B X0l aHOHMMHOTO aH-
KETHOTO OIPOCa, KOTOPBIil OBUI IIPOBEEH B PasINIHbIX pernoHax PO corpygHukamu
[lenTpa counonornu obpasosanust «M1YO PAO» B 2022 r. CoracHo AM3aitHy UCCIeHo-
BaHM:A OCHOBHOE BHJMMaHIeE B CTaThe yJeNeHO aHa/lIN3y OTBETOB Ha BOIIPOCHI, KOTOpPbIE
KacaloTcsl TpeX MOKasaTesell >KM3HEHHOM MO3NIMY MaTepy: LleHHOCTHbIE OpMEeHTaIUM,
9MOLVIOHA/IbHAS OLIeHKA YCIIEIIHOCTY CBOMX OYAYILIMX MEepCIeKTUB, OlleHKa 3HAYVIMO-
CTU /151 ce0sI TeX VIN MHBIX COLMAIbHBIX YTpo3. [TosydeHHbIe OTBETHI Ha 3T BOIPOCHI
OXapaKTepy30BaHbI OTHOCUTENTLHO 0COOEHHOCTEN BIVAHNUA Ha )XVM3HEHHYIO ITO3UIINIO
MaTepu ee 06pa3oBaTEIBHOTO CTATYCa, @ TAKIXKE MOJIa U BO3pacTa pebeHKa.

Pesynbrarpl. [lonydeHHble pesyabTaThl CBUAETENbCTBYIOT O TOM, YTO B II€/IOM Ma-
TEpY C BBICIIMM 0Opa3oBaHMEM II0 CPABHEHUIO C TeMU, KTO MMeeT cpefHee 00pa3oBa-
HIte, 60/Iee ONTUMUCTUYHO OLIeHMBAIOT YCIEIIHOCTh CBOUX XKVM3HEHHDIX IIePCIEKTHB.
[Ipm 5TOM J/1s1 HMX CYIIeCTBEHHO 00/ee 3HaUMMBIMU OKa3bIBAIOTCSA TaKye IIEHHOCTH KaK
CYACT/IVBAs CeMeltHast XM3Hb, YCIIEIIHas IPOQeCCIOHaIbHAS e Te/IbHOCTD, JYXOBHAs
" pusmyecKas 6M30CTb C TI0OMMBIM Ye/I0OBEKOM, IOBBILIEHNE YPOBHS CBOEr0 06pasopa-
HUA, CTPEM/IEHNE K CAMOCTOATEIbHOCTU ¥ He3aBUCHMOCTY, BO3MOXKHOCTb TBOPYECKO
IieATeNbHOCTI. MaTepuaibl IpOBeIeHHOro ()aKTOPHOTO aHA/IN3a, YINTHIBAIOLINE OHO-
BpeMeHHOe BJIVsIHIIe Ha )XU3HEHHYIO II03MIIII0 MaTepy TpexX (pakTopos (ee 06pasoBaHe,
IO ¥ BO3PAcT peOeHKa) MO3BOIMIN BBIJIEUTD CIeAYIOLINe YeThIpe COfepKaTeTbHBIX
(akxTOpa, XapaKTepU3YIOILX 0COOCHHOCTY SKVM3HEHHON MO3UINN: «CTPeM/IeHe K ca-
MOpeanu3alyy — AMIHOCTHAS HE3AUMIIEHHOCTbY; ONTUMMU3M — II€CCUMMU3M»; «MU-
KpOCOIMaIbHOe OIaromonyyne»; «pusndeckoe 6maromnonydne». PagMeleHne MaTepeir
MaJIbUMKOB U [eBOYEK HAYa/IbHOI, OCHOBHOIL M CTapllell IKO/Ibl B IPOCTPAHCTBE BbI-
JIeTIeHHBIX (aKTOPOB, II0Ka3a/I0, YTO YPOBEHb 00pa3oBaHMA MAaTepU IPMHININANLHO
B/IUSIET Ha COfiepIKaTe/IbHble 0COO@HHOCTI COLVA/IBHON CUTYALIUN PasBUTHS pebeHKa B
cembe. Tak, yyaIyecs HaqaIbHO 1 OCHOBHOJ IIKOJIBI, YbJ MaTePU MIMEIOT BbICIIee 06pa-
30BaHMe, HAXOMATCA B I107I€ TIO3UTVBHBIX )KMI3HEHHBIX YCTAHOBOK CO CTOPOHBI B3POC/IOrO:
CTpeMJIeH)e K CaMOpeaM3aLy, ONTUMU3M, IIeHHOCTb CYACT/IMBOI CEMEITHOM XUSHN 1
MaTepuanbHOro 6aromnonydnst. HarpoTus, MX CBEPCTHUKY, CO CPEFHNM 00pa3oBaHueM
MaTepH, BUFAT B3POCIIOTO KaK COIMAIBHO HeOIarOnoIyYHOTO: MPOBILAIONIETO CTPax I
HEeyBEPEHHOCTb OTHOCUTEIbHO KaK CBOEY TYHOM 3aIINIIEHHOCTH B HACTOAIIEM, TaK 1
OTHOCUTE/IBHO OLIeHKM YCIIEITHOCTY CBOMX OYAYyIIUX nepcrekTus. VccneqoBanne Takxe
BBIABIJIO CYLIECTBEHHBIE COflepKaTe/IbHble TPaHCPOpMALMY XapaKTepa XI3HEeHHO IT0-
SULIMM MaTePeN y yJaluxcs CTapIIei IIKOJbI.

BI)IBOJII)I. B LIETIOM, ITPOBEAEHHOE MCCIIENOBAHNE IIO3BOJIAET CAE/IATD BBIBOJ, O IIPMTH~
LIUIIVIAJIBHOM Pa3InNYInN COmEp>KaHNA COLII/IaIIbHOI/uI CUTyallil pa3BUTUA pe6eHKa B Ce-
MbsX C pa3HbIM YPOBHEM 06paSOBaHI/IH MaTepy Ha pa3/IMYHbIX dTallaX 06yquI/m JICTeI‘/)[
B IIIKOJIE.

Kntoueevie cnosa: Matepy, y4aiyecs, >KM3HEHHAs! TIO3NULVISI, )KI3HEHHbIE IIeHHO-
CTH, COLMAJIbHBIE YTPO3BI, SMOIIMOHA/IbHAS OL[eHKA )KM3HEHHBIX EePCIEeKTHB, COLMATIb-
HasAa CI/ITyaI_II/IH paBBI/ITI/IH, 11071, BOBpaCT, ypOBeHb O6pa3OBaHI/IH

KiroueBpie momoskeHm:

o C moMouIb0 aHOHMMHOIO aHKETHOTO ompoca 285 714 Marepell y4yammxcs Ha-
YajIbHOJ, OCHOBHOJI ¥ CTapIIell IIKOJIBI IIPOBEJeHO KPyIHOMAacTabHoe Mccre-
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JIOBaHJIe, HAIIPAB/ICHHOE Ha BbIABJIEHME 0COOCHHOCTEl MX KM3HEHHO 03UV,
I7ie B KauecTBe K/II0UeBbIX II0Ka3aTesiell BbICTYIN/IN: XapaKTep LleHHOCTHBIX OpH-
€HTalVIi, 3HA94¥MOCTD Pa3IMYHbIX COLMANbHBIX YTPO3, SMOLMIOHAIbHASA OLIEHKA
CBOE€I )KM3HEHHO ycremHocTu. [lonydyeHHbIii MaTepyan IpOaHaau3upOBaH OT-
HOCUTEIbHO BIVAHVA YPOBH: 00pa3oBaHNA MaTep, BO3PAcTa 1 Mo/a pebeHKa.

o Pesynbrarsl IpoBeeHHOr0 GaKTOPHOTO aHA/IN3a IOYYeHHBIX MaTepHaIoB MIO-
Ka3ajy, YTO COofiep>KaTe/lbHble XapaKTePUCTUKM >KU3HEHHOI TIO3UIMI MaTepeil
C BBICIIVIM ¥ CpefHMM 00pa3oBaHVeM IPVHININAIBHO OTIMIAIOTCI Ha JTaIle
00ydeHns nx pebeHKa B HaUaIbHOI U OCHOBHOII IIKOJIE OTHOCUTEIBHO TAKUX
TEHZIEHLMI KaK, CTPeM/IEHNE K CAMOpeaM3aLl VI SMOLYIOHAIbHASA OIleHKa MM
YCIIEIHOCTY CBOMX >KM3HEHHBIX ITePCIEKTHB.

o Ilpu peanusanum cTpareruy BOCXOfsdlIell 06pasoBaTebHON MOOMILHOCTH pe-
OeHKa 13 CeMbJI C HEBBICOKIM YPOBHEM 00pasoBaHIisI, Ha 9TAIle IEPEX0fa U3 0C-
HOBHOJ! B CTapIIYIO IIKOIY IPYHINMIINATBHYIO POIb UTPaeT )KU3HEHHAasA [IeHHOCT-
Hasl yCTAaHOBKA MaTepy Ha CTpeMJIeHNIe K CaMOpeasi3aliy.

« B OenoM, IIOTYY€HHbIE NaHHDBIE ITO3BOIAIOT CAENIATh BBIBOA O CYLIECTBEHHOM
B/IVAHUN 06paSOBaTETIbHOI‘O CTaTyCa MaTe€pN Ha COIEp KaTE/IbHbIE 0COOEHHOCTU
coumaanoﬁ CUTyallilI pa3BUTNA pe6eHKa Ha pa3HbIX BO3PACTHBIX dTaIlaX €ro
O6y‘IeHI/IH B IIIKOJIE.

RESUMEN

Introduccion. La socializacién de los nifios de hoy estd determinada no solo por
macrotendencias relacionadas con procesos socioculturales, econémicos y tecnoevoluti-
vos, sino también por las caracteristicas especificas de su relacion con los padres, pares,
docentes y otros adultos. Son estas relaciones con el entorno social mds proximo las que
L.S. Vygotsky definié como clave para la situacion social del desarrollo del nifio (Vygotsky,
1984). Este enfoque también determina la relevancia de este estudio, que analiza la parti-
cular posicion de vida de las madres de alumnos de primaria, secundaria y bachillerato.
Partimos del supuesto de que la posicion de vida de la madre (sus orientaciones de valor,
bienestar emocional y evaluacion de amenazas sociales) afecta significativamente la inte-
raccion con su hijo, determinando en gran medida el contexto conceptual del proceso de
su socializacion.

Objetivo. Caracterizar los rasgos particulares de la relacién entre indicadores de la
posicién de vida (valores, evaluacion emocional del éxito en la vida, importancia de las
amenazas del entorno social) y el nivel educativo de madres de chicos y chicas que cursan
los estudios en la escuela primaria y secundaria.

Diseiio. El articulo presenta datos del analisis de las respuestas de 285.714 madres de
alumnos de primaria y secundaria a una encuesta anoénima realizada en varias regiones
de la Federacion Rusa por los investigadores del Centro de Sociologia de la Educacion del
Instituto de Gestion Educativa de la Academia Rusa de Educacion en 2022. De acuerdo
con el diseno de la investigacion, el articulo se centra en el analisis de las respuestas a
las preguntas que se relacionan con tres indicadores de la posicion de vida de la madre:
orientaciones de valor, evaluacion emocional del éxito probable de sus perspectivas futu-
ras y evaluacion de la importancia para ella de diversas amenazas sociales. Las respuestas
a estas preguntas se caracterizan luego con respecto a la influencia del nivel educativo de
la madre, asi como el sexo y la edad del nifio, en su posicion de vida.

Resultados. En términos generales, las madres con educacion superior son mds opti-
mistas acerca de sus perspectivas de vida que aquellas con educacién secundaria. Valores
como la vida familiar feliz, la actividad profesional exitosa, la intimidad espiritual y fisica
con el ser querido, el aumento de nivel de educacién, la lucha por la autosuficiencia y
independencia, y la posibilidad del trabajo creativo son significativamente mas impor-
tantes. El analisis factorial que realizamos, teniendo en cuenta la influencia simultanea de
tres factores en la posicion de vida de la madre (su educacion, el sexo y la edad del hijo),
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permitié identificar los siguientes cuatro factores significativos que caracterizan su posi-
cion: “lucha por la autorrealizaciéon — inseguridad personal”; “optimismo — pesimismo”;
“bienestar microsocial’; y “bienestar fisico” Al agrupar a las madres de los alumnos de
primaria y secundaria, segun estos factores se demostr6 que el nivel educativo de la madre
incide fundamentalmente en el contenido social del desarrollo del nifio en la familia. Asi,
los alumnos de primaria y secundaria cuyas madres tienen estudios superiores se sitian
en un campo de actitudes vitales positivas por parte del adulto: la busqueda de la auto-
rrealizacion, el optimismo, el valor de la vida familiar feliz y el bienestar material. Por otro
lado, sus pares cuyas madres solo obtuvieron educacion secundaria ven al adulto como un
fracasado social: temeroso e inseguro sobre su seguridad personal actual y sus perspecti-
vas futuras. El estudio también encontré transformaciones sustantivas significativas en la
posicion de vida de las madres cuando sus hijos llegaban a la escuela secundaria.

Conclusion. El estudio permite realizar una conclusion acerca de la diferencia funda-
mental en la situacion social del desarrollo de un nifio en las familias con diferentes niveles
de educacion de la madre en diferentes etapas de la escolaridad de los nifios.

Palabras clave: Madres, alumnos, posicion de la vida, valores de la vida, amenazas
sociales, evaluacion emocional de las perspectivas de la vida, situacion social del desarro-
Lo, sexo, edad, nivel de educacién

Destacados:

« Utilizando una encuesta andnima a 285.714 madres de alumnos de primaria y
secundaria, se realiz6 un estudio a gran escala para identificar las caracteristicas
particulares de la posicién de la vida de las madres, donde los indicadores clave
fueron: sus orientaciones de valor, el significado de varios amenazas sociales y la
evaluacién emocional de su éxito en la vida. Los hallazgos fueron analizados en
relacion a la influencia del nivel educativo de la madre, la edad y el sexo del nifio.

o El analisis factorial de los resultados mostré que las posiciones de la vida entre las
madres con educacion superior y secundaria son fundamentalmente diferentes
durante la educacién de sus hijos en la escuela primaria y secundaria con respecto
a tales tendencias como la bisqueda de la autorrealizacién y evaluacién emocional
del éxito de sus perspectivas de vida.

« Al implementar una estrategia de movilidad educativa ascendente de un nifio de
una familia con bajo nivel educativo, el valor de vida de la madre de luchar por la
autorrealizacion juega un papel fundamental en la transicion de la escuela secun-
daria a la sénior.

o En general, los datos permiten concluir que el nivel educativo de la madre tiene un
impacto significativo en el contenido social del desarrollo del nifio en diferentes
edades y etapas de escolaridad.

RESUME

Origines. La particularité du processus de socialisation d’'un enfant moderne est
déterminée non seulement par les macro-tendances liées aux processus socioculturels,
économiques et techno-évolutifs, mais également par les caractéristiques spécifiques de sa
relation avec les parents, ses pairs, les enseignants et les autres adultes. Ce sont ces relations
avec son environnement social le plus proche que L.S. Vygotsky a défini comme essen-
tiels pour caractériser la situation sociale du développement d’un enfant (Vygotsky, 1984).
Lacceptation de cette disposition détermine la pertinence de Iétude qui est consacrée a
lanalyse de loriginalité de la position de vie des meéres déléves des écoles primaires, fonda-
mentales et secondaires. En méme temps, nous partons de I'hypothése que la position de
vie de la mére (ses orientations de valeurs, son bien-étre émotionnel et son évaluation des
menaces sociales) affecte de maniere significative la nature de l'interaction avec lenfant,
déterminant largement le contexte sémantique du processus de sa socialisation.
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Objectif. Le but principal de cette étude est de caractériser les caractéristiques de
la relation entre les indicateurs de position de vie (valeurs, évaluation émotionnelle de
sa réussite dans la vie, importance des menaces pour benvironnement social) et le statut
éducatif des meéres de garcons et de filles qui font leurs études a 1'école primaire, au college
et au lycée.

Mise au point. Larticle présente les données de I'analyse des réponses de 285 714
meres déléves du primaire, du collége et du lycée a une enquéte anonyme menée dans
diverses régions de la Fédération de Russie par le personnel de I'Institut de gestion de
[éducation du Centre de sociologie de Iéducation auprés de I' Académie de I'Education
de Russie, en 2022. Selon la conception de la recherche, l'article se concentre sur lanalyse
des réponses aux questions relatives a trois indicateurs de la position de vie de la meére : les
orientations de valeur, [évaluation émotionnelle du succés probable de ses perspectives et
lévaluation de 'importance pour elle-méme des diverses menaces sociales. Les réponses
a ces questions sont ensuite caractérisées a 1'égard de binfluence du statut scolaire de la
mére, ainsi que du sexe et de bage de benfant, sur sa position de vie.

Résultats. En général les résultats obtenus indiquent que les meéres possédant la
formation supérieure, par rapport a celles ayant que la formation secondaire (bac), sont
plus optimistes a bégard de la réussite de leurs perspectives de vie. Dans le méme temps,
des valeurs telles qu'une vie de famille heureuse, une activité professionnelle réussie, une
proximité spirituelle et physique avec un étre aimé, [élévation du niveau de leur éduca-
tion, la recherche d'indépendance et d'une activité créative sont bien plus significatif pour
elles. Les matériaux de 'analyse factorielle menée, tenant compte de I'influence simultanée
de trois facteurs sur la position de vie de la mére (son éducation, le sexe et 'age de son
enfant), ont permis d’identifier les quatre facteurs significatifs suivants qui définissent les
caractéristiques de la position de vie : « le désir d accomplissement de soi — linsécurité
personnelle » ; « optimisme — pessimisme » ; « bien-étre microsocial » ; « bien-étre physique ».
Le placement des meéres de garcons et de filles des écoles primaires, fondamentales et
secondaires dans lespace des facteurs identifiés a montré que le niveau déducation de la
mere affecte fondamentalement les caractéristiques de contenu de la situation sociale du
développement de lenfant dans la famille. Ainsi, les éléves du primaire et du secondaire,
dont les méres ont une formation supérieure, se situent dans le domaine des attitudes de
vie positives de la part d’un adulte : le désir daccomplissement de soi, loptimisme, 1" ap-
préciation d’une vie de famille heureuse et du bien-étre matériel. Au contraire, leurs pairs,
dont la meére ayant la formation secondaire, voient I'adulte comme socialement défavorisé
: montrant de la peur et de I'incertitude a la fois a 1'égard de sa sécurité personnelle dans
le présent et sur évaluation du succes de ses perspectives. Létude a également révélé des
transformations significatives dans la nature de la position de vie des meéres chez les éleves
de 1" école secondaire.

Conclusion. En général, [étude nous permet de conclure qu’il existe une différence
fondamentale dans le contenu de la situation sociale du développement d’'un enfant dans
les familles avec différents niveaux déducation de la meére a différents stades de [éducation
des enfants a lécole.

Mots-clés: Meres, écoliers, position de vie, valeurs de vie, menaces sociales, évalua-
tion émotionnelle des perspectives de vie, situation sociale de développement, sexe, 4ge,
niveau déducation

Points principaux:

« ATaide d'une enquéte par questionnaire anonyme aupres de 285 714 meéres déléves
de I'école primaire, au college et au lycée, une étude a grande échelle a été menée
visant a identifier les caractéristiques de leur position de vie, ot les indicateurs clés
sont suivants : la nature des orientations de valeurs, la signification de diverses
menaces sociales, lévaluation émotionnelle de leur succés dans la vie. Le matériel
obtenu a été analysé en relation avec I'influence du niveau déducation de la meére,
de l'age et du sexe de lenfant.
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o Les résultats de l'analyse factorielle des matériaux obtenus ont montré que les ca-
ractéristiques de contenu de la position de vie des meéres ayant la formation supé-
rieure et secondaire sont fondamentalement différentes au stade de léducation de
leur enfant a lécole primaire et secondaire par rapport a des tendances telles que la
désir d'accomplissement de soi et leur évaluation émotionnelle du succes de leurs
perspectives de vie.

o Lors dela mise en ceuvre de la stratégie de mobilité scolaire ascendante d’un enfant
issu d’'une famille a faible niveau déducation, au stade de la transition du primaire
au secondaire, lorientation de la valeur vitale de la mére sur le désir d*accomplis-
sement de soi joue un role fondamental.

 Dans son ensemble, les données obtenues nous permettent de conclure que le sta-
tut éducatif de la meére a un impact significatif sur les caractéristiques de contenu
de la situation sociale du développement de lenfant a différents stades d’'age de sa
scolarité.

Introduction

The relevance of this work is largely associated with one of the most significant top-
ics in contemporary psychological and pedagogical research: the socialization of the
younger generation. The process of a child’s socialization is closely related to the par-
ents’ social well-being, their life position, which to a large extent determines the social
content of the child’s development (Sobkin, 1997; Sobkin & Marich, 2002; Sobkin
& Pisarsky, 1992; Sobkin, Skobeltsina, Ivanova, & Veriasova, 2013; Vygotsky, 1984).
This study is also important for understanding the context of contemporary socio-
economic changes that characterize the current situation of child development at the
level of macro-trends: greater economic inequality, social differentiation, ambiguity
of processes in educational policy (Belavina, 2009; Belova & Kartseva, 2013; Rean
, Kurdashev, & Baranov, 2022; Sobkin, 1997; Sobkin, Abrosisomva, Adamchuk, &
Baranova, 2005; Vandanova, 2018). Sociocultural changes in the contemporary Rus-
sian family also play an important role here, associated with: the institutionalization
of non-marital motherhood, the frequency of single-motherhood, low birth rates,
the increase in the number of dysfunctional families, trends toward the “westerniza-
tion” of the lifestyle of modern parents, which is expressed in the diversification and
fragmentation of family practices (Lesthaeghe & Surkyn, 2004; Makhnach, 2019; Po-
lomoshnov & Kravtsova, 2022; Sobkin & Marich, 2002; Sobkin, Skobeltsina, Ivanova,
& Veryasova, 2013; Van de Kaa, 2010).

Furthermore, as reviews of publications of contemporary foreign psychological
and sociological studies show (Shapovalenko, 2022), the relationship between par-
enthood and the individual’s psychological well-being are being actively discussed
(Levesque, Bisson, Charton, & Fernet, 2020; Mikucka & Rizzi, 2020; Ryan & Padilla,
2019; Simpson & Rholes, 2019; Young, Roberts, & Ward, 2019). This connection was
also described in a review of studies of the subjective image of motherhood (Kulikov,
Malenova, & Potapova, 2020), which changes under the influence of life plans, cir-
cumstances, external and internal factors such as cultural traditions, value orienta-
tions, notions of personal success, career, and well-being in interpersonal relation-
ships in the close social environment.
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Based on our many years of research, we believe that parents’ life position can
be expressed by such indicators as: priorities in life values, emotional assessment of
one’s future, and the significance of various social risks. The indicators of life posi-
tion that we developed have been used in our studies of participants in the educa-
tional process since the early 1990s and have shown high content validity regarding
the influence of demographic factors and social stratification. This has been con-
firmed by sociological analysis in cross-cultural studies of the value orientations of
adolescents, teachers, and parents (Fedotova, 2016; Sobkin, 1998; Sobkin & Pisarsky,
1992; Sobkin & Smyslova, 2014), deviant manifestations (Sobkin, Abrosimova, Ad-
amchuk, & Baranova, 2004), self-determination of adolescents (Sobkin, 1997; Sob-
kin 2006; Sobkin & Vaganova, 2006), vocational guidance (Sobkin & Kalashnikova,
2019; 2020), and parents of preschoolers (Sobkin & Marich, 2002; Sobkin, Skobelt-
sina, Ivanova, & Veryasova, 2013).

But perhaps the most important thing that determines the relevance of this study
is its general focus on identifying the mutual influences of institutions of the family
and the school in the socialization of the child. The practical significance of the study
is in improving the interaction between the family and the school in organizing the
educational process (Guzman & Beznosyuk, 2022; Tsvetkova, 2017).

The objective of this study is to characterize the distinctive features of the rela-
tionship between indicators of life position (values, emotional evaluation of one’s
success in life, the significance of threats posed by the social environment) with the
educational status of mothers of boys and girls studying in primary, middle, and high
school.

Methods

The study used data from an anonymous electronic sociological survey of 302,117
parents of pupils in grades 1-11 at general schools from 85 regions of the Russian
Federation; it was conducted by staft of the Center for the Sociology of Education’s
Institute of Education Management, Russian Academy of Education, in 2022. The
study examined the answers of 285,714 mothers of primary, middle, and high school
students to closed-ended questions in a questionnaire that address three indicators
of a mother’s life position: value orientations, emotional assessment of the likely suc-
cess of her future prospects, and evaluation of the significance for herself of various
social threats.

To identify significant values, the following question was asked: “Which of the
following life values are the most significant for you?” The respondents could choose
from several possible answers: health; successful professional activity; spiritual and
physical intimacy with a loved one; achievement of material well-being; having close
friends; raising one’s cultural level; self-reliance and independence; happy family life;
opportunity for creative work; raising the level of one’s education; a good relationship
with one’s parents; respect of others.

The emotional evaluation of the likely success of one’s future prospects was deter-
mined by the question: “Everyone evaluates their personal prospects differently. Can
you say that in general: 1) you look forward to tomorrow with confidence and opti-



Features of the Life Position of Mothers Depending on Their Education... 11

mism; 2) you have your doubts that life will turn out well; 3) you anticipate tomorrow
with fear and pessimism?

To identify the attitude to threats from the social environment, the following
question was posed: “What scares you the most?” The respondents could choose no
more than three of the proposed answers for what is most significant to them: crime;
unemployment; hunger and poverty; lack of social protection; extremism; military
resolution of foreign and domestic conflicts; tightening of the regime in the coun-
try; deterioration of the foreign political situation; epidemics (coronavirus, HIV) and
other infectious diseases.

The answers to these questions are analyzed with respect to the mother’s educa-
tional level, and the gender and age of the child. We studied subsamples of mothers
with different educational status (higher education 50.4%, specialized secondary edu-
cation 40.4%; secondary education 10.2%). This article provides a comparative analy-
sis of the responses of mothers with higher and secondary levels of education. Table
1 shows the distribution of subsamples, taking into account the level of the mother’s
education, and the gender and age of the child.

Table 1

Distribution of Respondents in Subsamples by Level of Education, Age and Gender of Child, %
GRADE
STATUS | GENDER

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
boy 58 | 122 | 122 | 125 | 10.0 | 11.2 | 11.9 | 10.6 | 9.3 1.9 | 23

S/E
girl 51 | 105|121 | 127 | 9.6 | 12.1 | 11.2 | 10.7 | 9.9 3.0 | 3.1
boy 58 | 114|124 | 134 | 82 | 11.8 | 103 | 9.7 | 87 | 3.7 | 47

H/E
girl 58 | 114 | 124 | 13.1 | 80 | 11.4 | 10.7 | 9.2 | 89 | 4.1 5.0

Note. The table shows the percentage distribution of subsamples of mothers of students by level of education
S/E = secondary education; H/E = higher education; gender of the child (boy, girl); age = grade in school).

In addition to considering the distribution of answers to the questions posed by
different subsamples of respondents (about values, success in life, social threats), we
used factor analysis of the statistical materials to identify meaningful features of the
indicators of the mothers’ life position. The answers in the subsamples of mothers
with higher and secondary education of boys and girls studying in grades 1, 4, 5, 7,
9, and 11 were subjected to factor analysis (principal component analysis with axis
rotation according to the varimax Kaiser criterion).

The differences discussed in the article are significant at the level p < .05.

Results and Discussion

The results are grouped into two sections. The first presents data analysis about the
distribution of respondents’ answers to the three questions that determine the par-
ticular life position (values, emotional evaluation of success, social risks). The second
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describes the results of factor analysis of respondents’ answers, taking into account
the level of the mother’s education, and the gender and age of the child.

I. Mothers’ Answers to Questions That Identify Their Particular Life Position

Life values. The general distribution of the schoolchildren’s mothers’ answers to
the question about life values showed that “health” (91.4%) and “happy family life”
(61.6%) are the most important for them. One out of three respondents answered
“achievement of material well-being” (34.1%) or “successful professional activity”
(32.4%). One out of four or five indicated “self-reliance and independence” (24.5%);
“respect of others” (21.6%); “having friends” (18.3%). The following are in descend-
ing order of importance: “raising the level of one’s education” (13.0%); “spiritual and
physical intimacy with a loved one” (12.2%); “raising one’s cultural level” (8.9%); “op-
portunity for creative work” (6.8%).

Figure 1 shows the results of a comparative analysis of responses by level of the
mothers’ education.
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Figure 1. Significant differences in the priorities of life values among subsamples by
educational status of the mother, %
Note. S/E = secondary education; H/E = higher education

The figure shows that the values associated with personal and professional growth
(striving for self-realization) are more characteristic of mothers with higher educa-
tion, while mothers with secondary education more often note the importance of
maintaining social status in the microsocial environment (“respect of others”).

Consideration of the age dynamics of changes in the significance of various val-
ues showed that as the child grows older, mothers consistently place more emphasis
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on successful professional activity and less on the importance of a happy family life
(Figure 2).
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Figure 2. Dynamics of changes in the importance of life values in mothers, depending
on the age of the child, %

An additional analysis of the data shows that the decline in importance of “a
happy family life” with as the child grows older is mainly observed among mothers
with higher education: 70.4% for mothers of first-graders, and 63.5% for mothers of
11th-graders; whereas for mothers with secondary education it is 52.8% and 50.1%,
respectively. At the same time, the importance of “successful professional activity”
among mothers with higher education consistently increases with the age of the child
from the first grade to 11th grade (33.4% of mothers of first graders and 43.8% of
mothers of 11th graders), whereas for mothers with a secondary education, a similar
increase in the significance of “successful professional activity” occurs only at the
child’s transition to high school (24.6% for mothers of ninth graders and 34.0% for
mothers of 11th graders).

Emotional evaluation of success in life. In analyzing the answers to the question
about the emotional assessment of one’s prospects, we found that the majority of the
mothers surveyed are optimistic about their future: “I look forward to tomorrow with
confidence and optimism” (80.7%). At the same time, one out of six “doubts that life
will turn out well” (16.4%). And, finally, only a few (2.9%) clearly evaluate their life
prospects negatively (“with fear and pessimism”).

The data of comparative analysis in the subsamples by level of education indicate
that mothers with secondary education have a more negative assessment of their life
prospects (Figure 3).

Analysis of the influence of the child’s age indicates a clear decrease in “opti-
mism” in mothers with higher education. Whereas 85.9% of mothers of first-graders
are optimistic about their life prospects, that is true of 78.4% of mothers of 11th-
graders. In parallel, the proportion of those who are “uncertain” about their future
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(11.7% and 17.8%, respectively) and those who are “pessimists” (2.4% and 3.8%,
respectively) increased in this group. For mothers with secondary education, self-
appraisal of their life prospects remains fairly stable throughout all the stages of their
child’s schooling.
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Figure 3. Differences in answers to the question about the emotional evaluation
of life prospects among mothers with different educational status, %
Note. S/E = secondary education; H/E = higher education

Social risk assessment. Analysis of respondents’ answers to the question about
threats from the social environment showed that respondents consider the most sig-
nificant to be “crime” (48.0%), “unemployment” (43.0%); “epidemics” (41.4%); and
“military resolution of foreign and domestic conflicts” (41.2%). One in three respon-
dents checked “deterioration of the foreign political situation” (30.2%); “hunger and
poverty” (28.7%), and one in five — “lack of social protection” (22.2%). The threat of
“extremism” (11.7%) and “tightening of the regime in the country” (11.4%) are much
less frequently checked.

Figure 4 shows the results of a comparative analysis of answers about the signifi-
cance of social threats depending on the mother’s educational status.

The figure shows that the mothers’ educational status significantly affects their
evaluation of the significance of various threats to the social environment. Thus,
mothers with higher education tend to pay more attention to macrosocial trends
(military resolution of foreign and domestic conflicts, deterioration of the foreign po-
litical situation, extremism, lack of social protection), whereas mothers with second-
ary education are more likely to focus on threats associated with personal insecurity
and social well-being (crime, unemployment, hunger and poverty).



Features of the Life Position of Mothers Depending on Their Education... 15

60

50.9 29.6

50

44.0 431
40 382 37.1
316
30 25.5 27:2
232
18.6

20 16.1 17.4
) I I -

. []

Crime Unemployment Hunger and Military resolution  Deterioration of Lack of social Extremism
poverty of foreign and  the foreign political protection
domestic conflicts situation
HS/E H/E

Figure 4. Significant differences in answers to question about threats to the social environ-
ment between subsamples with different educational status, %
Note. S/E = secondary education; H/E = higher education

Analysis of changes in mothers’ evaluations of the significance of threats to the
social environment depending on the age of the child showed that from Ist to 11th
grade, the frequency of choosing such aspects as “military resolution of foreign and
domestic conflicts” increases (from 41.4% to 44.8%, respectively); “unemployment”
(from 40.6% to 44.9%, respectively); “deterioration of the foreign political situation”
(29.3% to 35.8%, respectively); “lack of social protection” (from 21.2% to 24.1%,
respectively). The significance of other threats decreases in parallel: “crime” (from
51.4% to 38.6%, respectively) and “hunger and poverty” (from 31.4% to 24.1%, re-
spectively). Note that such age dynamics are quite understandable given the change
in the social composition of high school pupils, where the proportion of pupils from
families in which the parents have higher education is increasing.

II. Interrelation of the Mother’s Educational Level, and the Gender
and Age of the Child, on the Mother’s Life Position

On the whole, the data cited above shows the clear influence of mothers” educational
status on various aspects of their life position: value attitudes, social risks, and emo-
tional evaluation of their success in life. At the same time, several of the results clearly
also illustrate the important role of the child’s age in the significance of various char-
acteristics of the mother’s life position. This means there is a need to simultaneously
consider the impact of a complex of indicators. For this purpose, we performed a
factor analysis of the empirical data, which makes it possible to take into account the
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interacting effects of the mother’s level of education, and the gender and age of the
child, on the meaningful features of her life position.

To do this, the mothers’ responses were processed with respect to the subsamples
that classified their educational status, the child’s gender and age group (grade). The
percentage distributions of answers to questions about values, success in life and so-
cial threats in each subsample were grouped into a matrix of primary averaged data
with a total dimension of 23 (rows) x 24 (columns), where the rows contain the word-
ing of answers to questions about various aspects of life position, and the columns
identify subsamples of mothers by educational level (secondary or higher education),
the child’s gender (boy or girl), and school grade (1st, 4th, 5th, 7th, 9th, and 11th
grades). The cell of the matrix (the intersection of the row and column) shows the
percentage of the corresponding subsample that chose that answer to the question.

The matrix of averaged percentage scores concerning different aspects of the
mothers’ life position in the corresponding subsamples was subjected to factor analy-
sis (principal component analysis with axis rotation according to the varimax Kaiser
criterion). The table shows the results of the factor analysis performed with SPSS
Statistics 13.0 software.

Factor analysis yielded four factors explaining 90.4% of the total cumulative vari-
ance. Significant weight scores of meaningful indicators of life position according to
the selected factors are shown in Table 2.

Table 2
Content of the Selected Factors (% of Variance and Weights of Indicators)

% of cumulative variance,
Content of the selected factors weight loads
of indicators
F1+/- Striving for self-realization — Personal insecurity 44.3%
successful professional activity .952
self-reliance and independence .894
spiritual and physical intimacy with a loved one .891
lack of social protection .873
extremism .830
deterioration of the foreign political situation .829
opportunity for creative work 814
raising one’s cultural level .802
military resolution of foreign and domestic conflicts 771
raising the level of one’s education 757
crime -.922
tightening of the regime in the country -.829
respect of others -.665
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F2+/- “Optimism — Pessimism” 23.9%
I look forward to tomorrow with confidence and optimism 921
achievement of material well-being .824
a happy family life .646
I have doubts that life will turn out well -.867
I anticipate tomorrow with fear and pessimism -.815
unemployment -.670
F3- “Microsocial well-being” 13.9%
having close friends -.891
hunger and poverty -.728
F4+ “Physical well-being” 8.3%
epidemics (coronavirus, HIV) and other infectious diseases .955
health 611

Note. The table shows the results of factor analysis performed with SPSS Statistica 13.0 software.

The first, most powerful bipolar factor, F1 (contribution to the cumulative vari-
ance — 44.3%), characterizes the opposition between “striving for self-realization” and
“personal insecurity”. At its positive pole, values were grouped with respect to suc-
cessful professional activity, raising one’s cultural level, the level of one’s education,
opportunity for creative work, self-reliance and independence, spiritual and physical
intimacy with a loved one. These are values associated with striving for self-realiza-
tion in various areas of life: professional, educational, cultural, interpersonal relations.
It is significant that the success of self-realization and achievements in various fields
correlate with possible threats on the macrosocial level, both in domestic policy (lack
of social protection, extremism) and in foreign policy (deterioration of the foreign
political situation, military resolution of foreign and domestic conflicts). The negative
pole of this factor reflects the significance of the microsocial environment (respect of
others) and threats that are associated with personal insecurity (crime, tightening of
the regime in the country).

Thus, in general, this factor establishes the opposition between “striving for self-
realization” and “personal insecurity”.

The second-most-powerful bipolar factor, F2 (contribution to the cumulative
variance — 23.9%) establishes the opposition between ‘optimism” and “pessimism’.
The positive pole of this factor is characterized by an emotionally positive evaluation
of one’s success in life (“I look forward to tomorrow with confidence and optimism”).
Such an evaluation is associated with the importance of the values of material well-be-
ing and a happy family life. Thus, we can conclude that it is these basic values that, in
general, determine the mothers’ evaluation of their own well-being, of its foundation.
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The negative pole of this factor is determined by emotionally negative evaluations
of one’s success in life (“fear”, “pessimism’, “doubt”). Such a negative view of one’ life
prospects is characteristically associated with the threat of “unemployment”. Thus,
job loss turns out to be an important factor, not only for material success (the ability
to provide for oneself), but also for social success (the status of being “unemployed”).

This factor establishes the opposition between “optimism” and “pessimism” in as-
sessing one’s success in life.

Unipolar factor F3 (contribution to cumulative variance 13.9%) is “microsocial
well-being”. This factor is quite simple in its structure and establishes a connection
between the value of “having close friends” and the threat of “hunger and poverty”.
We may consider that this factor characterizes the significance of the particular role
of the microsocial environment in evaluating one’s well-being: the microsocial envi-
ronment (“close” friends) acts as a supporting factor in a difficult financial situation
(“hunger and poverty”).

And finally, unipolar factor F4 (contribution to cumulative variance 8.3%) is
“physical well-being”. This factor, like the previous one, is simple in its structure and
establishes a connection between the value of health and the threat of epidemics. That
connection is quite obvious today, in connection with the spread of the coronavirus.

Thus, the factor analysis we performed made it possible to identify the following
four generalized factors that characterize the meaningful features of the life position
of the pupils’ mothers: F1 “striving for self-realization — personal insecurity”; F2
“optimism — pessimism”; F3 “microsocial well-being”; F4 “physical well-being”

Another line of consideration of the results of factor analysis concerns the place-
ment of the scores of subsamples of mothers along the axes of the selected factors
(see Table 3).

Table 3
Placement of the Scores of Subsamples of Mothers along the Axes of the Selected Factors
Grade | Educational Factors
Gender status F1+/- F2+/- F3- F4+
S/E -1.2 -0.2 -0.3 -0.3
1 H/E 0.3 1.7 -0.2 0.5
S/E -14 0.5 -0.1 -0.3
4 H/E 0.3 1.3 0.4 -0.2
S/E -1.5 -0.2 0.6 0.1
5 H/E 0.5 1.1 0.5 0.1
Boys S/E -1.2 -0.4 0.8 -14
7 H/E 0.9 0.2 0.6 -0.5
S/E -0.9 -0.7 -0.1 -0.9
9 H/E 1.1 -0.6 0.9 -0.4
S/E 0.1 -0.2 -1.7 -3.2
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11 H/E 14 -14 1.4 -1.0
S/E -1.0 -1.2 0.9 2.1
1 H/E 0.0 2.1 0.1 0.4
S/E -0.9 -0.1 -0.6 0.6
4 H/E 0.5 1.2 -0.1 0.5
S/E -1.1 -0.4 0.0 0.6
Girls 5 H/E 0.5 1.0 -0.1 0.2
S/E -0.5 -1.2 -0.6 0.4
7 H/E 1.0 0.4 0.1 0.5
S/E -0.7 -0.3 -0.5 0.5
9 H/E 1.1 -0.3 0.3 -0.2
S/E 1.3 -1.1 -3.5 1.2
11 H/E 1.5 -14 1.1 0.6

Note. The table shows the numerical values for the factors F1-F4.

We begin consideration of the distributions of subsamples of mothers by analyz-
ing the results along the axes of the simplest of the identified factors, F4 and F3.

Table 3 shows that, as a rule, mothers of girls have positive scores along factor
axis F4 (“physical well-being”), in contrast to mothers of boys, whose scores along
that factor axis are negative. This fact shows that physical well-being does not play
a significant role in the life position of mothers of boys. In general, this allows us to
conclude that the gender of the child affects the actualization of health-maintaining
values in mothers. It is mothers of girls who are more inclined to accentuate the
value of health and the threat of being exposed to epidemics and various infectious
diseases (coronavirus, HIV, etc.). It is possible that such concern about health among
the mothers of girls is due to mechanisms of gender identification of the mother with
her daughter. Fears and concerns for the daughter’s health are also projected onto the
mother’s own life position, whereas social stereotypes associated with the idea of a
man as healthy and strong, negate the importance of this value for the mother to a
significant extent. And the son himself is inclined to resist such patronizing behavior
on the part of the mother regarding his health.

We note in addition that the importance of health-maintaining values is most
pronounced in the life position of mothers with a secondary education, both when
her daughter enters school (1st grade) and after her graduation (11th grade).

As for the interpretation of the placement of subsamples of mothers along the
axis of factor F3 (“microsocial well-being”), here it is necessary (taking into account
the data in Table 2 on the weight loads of life position indicators) to keep in mind the
high, not positive, but negative scores. The data show that negative scores are mainly
characteristic of mothers with a secondary education who are raising girls. Moreover,
the supporting role of the significance of the microsocial environment is actualized
in them at the stage of their daughter’s transition to middle school (grade 4) and
reaches the highest score among mothers of 11th graders. It is at this stage of her
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daughter’s life that the value of having close friends and their supportive role is most
significant for the mother. It is also noteworthy that among mothers with a second-
ary education whose sons are in the 11th grade, the importance of the role of “close
friends” also sharply increases and the fear of possible material threats (hunger, pov-
erty) grows. On the whole, this allows us to conclude that there are significant changes
in the life position of mothers with a secondary education when the child graduates
from school. Obviously, in this social group of mothers with secondary education,
the separation of the child from the parents is acutely felt, which causes the mother’s
compensatory need for close friends to increase. However, another interpretation is
also possible. Separation of the child from the mother actualizes her anxiety about
the child’s socio-psychological well-being. Therefore, it is important for the mother
that the child have close friends, including among prosperous families (who do not
experience “hunger and poverty”).
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Figure 5. Placement of subsamples of mothers of boys and girls in grades 1,4, 5,7, 9, and 11
in the space of the bipolar factors of F1, “desire for self-realization — personal insecurity”
and F2, “optimism — pessimism”

Note. B = boys; G = gitls; 1,4, 5, 7, 9, 11 — grades; S/E = secondary education; H/E = higher education
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In general, the placement of subsamples of mothers along the axes of factors F3
and F4 allows us to conclude that the child’s gender and age have a significant impact
on the mother’ life position with respect to the importance of physical and social
well-being. Moreover, it can be assumed that both the mechanisms of gender identi-
fication of the mother with her daughter and the projection of her concerns about the
socio-psychological well-being of the child during the transition from adolescence to
adulthood play an important role in the actualization of such life attitudes.

Of greatest interest is the placement of the scores of subsamples of mothers in the
space of the bipolar factors of F1, “desire for self-realization — personal insecurity”
and F2 “optimism — pessimism” (Figure 5).

From the data shown in Figure 5, it can be seen that the F1 factor, in general,
clearly differentiates between mothers with higher and secondary education. Thus,
women with higher education who are mothers of all age groups of boys and girls
are located at the positive pole, which indicates the intensity of their aspirations for
self-realization. At the same time, women with secondary education who are mothers
of primary and secondary school pupils are located at the negative pole of factor F1
(“personal insecurity”), where a significant value is the respect of others, along with
the fear of both a tightening of the regime in the country and the fear of becoming a
victim of crime.

The factor F2 “optimism — pessimism’, as seen in Figure 5, clearly differentiates
women with higher education who are mothers of primary and secondary school
pupils (positive values) from all subsamples of mothers with secondary education, as
well as from those mothers with higher education whose children are in the 9th and
11th grades (negative values).

When interpreting the results, it is important to note the placement of subsamples
of mothers in the quadrants of the space defined by the intersection of factors F1 and
F2. Two points stand out here.

First of all, Figure 5 clearly shows that women with higher education who are
mothers of primary and secondary school pupils (both boys and girls) are placed in
quadrant I, and women with secondary education who are mothers of pupils of the
same age are placed in the opposite one, quadrant III. Thus, the life position of women
with higher education who are mothers of primary and secondary school pupils, in
general, is characterized by striving for self-realization and optimism regarding their
success in life, whereas the life position of women with secondary education who are
mothers of schoolchildren of the same age is determined by the personal insecurity
of the mother, as well as her negative evaluations (pessimism, doubt) about her suc-
cess in life.

In our view, this result is of fundamental importance for understanding the im-
pact of a mother’s educational status on parent-child relations in the process of a
child’s socialization at the age of primary and secondary school. Thus, the social re-
lationships between a child and a mother with a higher education are determined
by the transmission of emotionally positive attitudes from the mother to the child
(striving for self-realization, optimism), whereas pupils in primary and secondary
school from families in which the mother has an average level of education, are in
a completely different situation in a socio-psychological sense: here the position of
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the mother is determined by personal insecurity and a negative evaluation of her life
prospects.

Second, of particular interest is the placement in Figure 5 of the subsamples of
mothers in quadrant II. This quadrant characterizes, on the one hand, “striving for
self-realization” (F1+), and on the other, “pessimism” (F2-). Mothers of senior high
school students in the 9th and 11th grades, both with higher and secondary educa-
tion, were placed here. Thus, when the child is in high school, the mother’s level of
education ceases to play much of a differentiating role in relation to her life position.
From this we can also conclude that child-parent relationships for senior high school
students from families in which the mother has a secondary or higher education are,
in principle, similar, if we consider the mother’s life position: the mothers express a
positive attitude towards self-realization, and, at the same time, doubts about their
success in life.

But, we emphasize that such similarity is rather formal. Therefore, in order to
clarity the specific social situation in the child’s development, we must pay atten-
tion to the sociocultural dynamics of differences in the changes in the mother’s life
position when a child moves on to high school, from families with different levels of
education.

And, indeed, what, does it mean socially for a child whose mother has a low
level of education to go to high school? This very fact testifies to a trend of upward
educational mobility in the social development of the child, since education in high
school implies the continuation of education either at a university (the vast majority
of school graduates are oriented to this) or in institutions of secondary vocational
education. Thus, we can conclude that in an educational strategy for children from
families in which the mother has a low educational status, an important role is played
(along with other things like the child’s academic success, abilities, interests, etc.) by
the mothers life position, her value orientation towards self-realization. It is this posi-
tion of the mother (striving for self-realization) that is of great supporting importance
in the child’s strategy of upward educational mobility.

A substantially different situation develops for mothers with higher education in
connection with the child’s transition to high school. Their life position also changes.
However, the sociocultural dynamics of these changes follows a different line: here
the transition along the axis of factor F2 is clearly actualized, from its positive pole
(“optimism”) to the negative one (“pessimism”). Since factor analysis indicates that
doubts about one’s success in life are associated with the fear of unemployment (see
Table 2), we can conclude that for mothers with higher education, not only their
possible personal problems in the labor market, but also the professional self-de-
termination of the child, is significant at the stage of graduation from high school.
In this regard, we note that parents with higher education often have ideas about a
successful professional career that do not correspond to the real situation in the la-
bor market. And, in this respect, parents’ opinions are not authoritative for a senior
high school student, for whom a professional choice is of vital importance. And this
concern for the success of her child’s future path after graduation is also reflected in
the change in the mother’s life position: increased anxiety, doubts, including about
her own success.
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Conclusion

Using an anonymous questionnaire survey of mothers of primary, middle, and high
school pupils, we conducted a large-scale study to identify their life positions. The
material was analyzed for the influence of a number of factors (mother’s level of edu-
cation, gender and age of the child) on the mothers’ evaluations of their success in life,
their value orientations, and the significance of various social threats.

On the basis of a factor analysis of the empirical data, the following four general-
ized factors were identified that characterize the life position of mothers of pupils in
general schools: “striving for self-realization — personal insecurity”; “optimism —
pessimism”; “microsocial well-being”; and “physical well-being”

It was established that the life positions of mothers with higher and secondary
education are fundamentally different when the child is in primary and second-
ary school. Thus, mothers with a higher education are clearly oriented towards
self-realization and, at the same time, evaluate the success of their life prospects
positively; on the other hand, among mothers with a secondary education, con-
cerns are clearly accentuated about their personal security and pessimism about
their success in life.

Institutional selection for the continuation of a child’s education in high school
levels out the differences in the life positions of mothers with higher and secondary
education. The mother’s life position, associated with her striving for self-realization,
turns out to be an important factor supporting the child in a strategy of upward edu-
cational mobility.

The results of the study give grounds to conclude that both the psychological
mechanisms of a mother’s gender identification with her daughter and the projection
onto the child of her own fears about the child’s socio-psychological well-being dur-
ing the transition from adolescence to adulthood, play an important role in changes
of the parent’s life position.

Limitations

In the future, we plan to consider the life position of mothers in comparison with
the positions of fathers, who were also surveyed as part of this study. We also plan to
analyze the parental life position depending not only on educational level, but also
on the level of material security, as well as the social status of the family (complete/
incomplete families). A special line of consideration of the data is associated with
comparison of the life positions of fathers and mothers of senior high school stu-
dents with the life positions of the parents of students receiving secondary vocational
education.

Conflict of Interest

The authors declare no conflict of interest.



24 Sobkin, V.S., Kalashnikova, E.A.

References

Belavina, O.V. (2009). Zakonomernosti stanovleniia sotsialnoi kompetentnosti podsrostkov [Patterns
in the formation of adolescents’ social competence]. Uchenye zapiski Sankt-Peterburgskogo gosu-
darstvennogo instituta psikhologii i sotsial'noi raboty, 12(2), 62-67.

Belova, A.I, & Kartseva, L.V. (2013). Sravnitel'noe issledovanie sotsialnogo samochuvstviia podrost-
kov [A comparative study of the social well-being of adolescents]. In Teoreticheskie i prakticheskie
problemy razvitiia sovremennoi nauki. Sbornik materialov 3-i mezhdunarodnoi nauch.-prakt. konf.
[Theoretical and practical problems of the development of contemporary science. Proceedings of
the 3rd International Scientific and Practical Conference], pp. 205-220.

Fedotova, A.V. (2016). Sotsialnoe samochuvstvie podrostka: opaseniia i strakhi (po materialam
krosskulturnogo issledovaniia [Social well-being of the adolescent: Concerns and fears (based on
cross-cultural research]. Uchenye zapiski IUO RAO, 3(59), 159-164.

Guzman, N.A., & Beznosiuk, E.V. (2022). Vzaimodeistvie sen’i i obrazovatel’noi organizatsii. Psikhologo-
pedagogicheskii aspekt [Interaction of the family and the educational organization. The psychologi-
cal and pedagogical aspect]. Tipografiia Areal

Informatsionno-analiticheskii otchet po rezul'tatam sotsiologicheskogo issledovaniia “Sotsialnoe samochu-
vstvie podrostkov v sovremennykh usloviakh” [Informational and analytical report on the results
of the sociological study “Social well-being of adolescents in contemporary conditions”] (2019).
Institute for the Development of Strategic Initiatives, Yaroslavl. https://indsi.ru/wp (accessed on
Jan. 19, 2023).

Kulikov, L.V., Malenova, A.Yu., & Potapova, Yu.V. (2020). Subektivnaia kartina materinstva v rossiiskikh
i zarubezhnykh issledovaniiakh [The subjective image of motherhood in Russian and foreign stud-
ies]. Vestnik Moskovskogo Universiteta. Seriya 14. Ppsikhologiya [Moscow University Psychology
Bulletin], 4, 135-167. https://doi.org/10.11621/vsp.2020.04.07

Lesthaeghe, R., & Surkyn, J. (2004). Value orientations and the Second Demographic Transition (SDT)
in Northern, Western and Southern Europe: An update, Demographic Research. Max Planck Insti-
tute for Demographic Research, Rostock, Special Collection 3, 3, 45-86. https://doi.org/10.4054/
DemRes.2004.53.3

Levesque, S., Bisson, V., L. Charton, & Fernet, M. (2020). Parenting and relational well-being during the
transition to parenthood: Challenges for first-time parents. Journal of Child and Family Studies, 29,
1938-1956. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10826-020-01727-z

Makhnach, A.V. (2019).Tendentsii v izuchenii sem’i i kharakteristik ee sostava, sviazannykh s
zhiznesposobnost’iu [Trends in the study of the family and its composition, as related to viability].
Vestnik RGGU. Pedagogy Series. Education, 2, 37-50. https://doi.org/10.28995/2073-6398-2019-2-
37-50

Mikucka, M., & Rizzi, E. (2020). The parenthood and happiness link: Testing predictions from five theo-
ries. European Journal of Population, 36, 337-361. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10680-019-09532-1

Polomoshnov, PA., & Kravtsova, A.M. (2022). Sotsiokul'turnye transformatsii sovremennoi rossiiskoi
sem’i [Sociocultural transformations of the modern Russian family]. Vestnik Iuzhno-Rossiiskogo
gocudarstvennogo tekhnicheskogo universiteta. Seriia: Sotsialno-ekonomicheskie nauki, 15(3), 274-
283 https://doi.org/10.17213/2075-2067-2022-3-274-283

Rean, A.A., Kudashev, A.R., & Baranov A.A. (2022). Psikhologiia adaptatsii lichnosti. Analiz. Teoriia.
Praktika. [Psychology of personality adaptation. Analysis. Theory. Practice]. MSGU.

Ryan, R.M., & Padilla, C.M. (2019). Transition to parenthood. In M.H. Bornstein (Ed.), Handbook of
parenting: Being and becoming a parent (pp. 513-555). Routledge/Taylor & Francis Group. https://
doi.org/10.4324/9780429433214-15

Shapovalenko, I.V. (2022). Sovremennoe roditelstvo: novye issledovatel'skie podkhody [elektronnyi
resurs] [Modern parenthood: New research approaches [electronic resource]]. Sovremennaia zaru-
bezhnaia psikhologiia, 11(1), 58-67. https://doi.org/10.17759/jmfp.2022110106



Features of the Life Position of Mothers Depending on Their Education... 25

Simpson, J.A., & Rholes, W.S. (2019). Adult attachment orientations and well-being during the tran-
sition to parenthood. Current Opinion in Psychology, 25, 47-52. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.co-
psyc.2018.02.019

Sobkin, V.S. (1997). Starsheklassnik v mire politiki. Empiricheskoe issledovanie. [The senior high school
student in the political world. Empirical research]. Moscow, Tsentr sotsiologii obrazovaniia RAO.

Sobkin, V.S. (1998). Osobennosti sotsializatsii v starshem shkol'nom vozraste: sotsiokul'turnye traektorii
tsennostnykh transformatsii [Features of socialization at senior school age: Socio-cultural trajecto-
ries of value transformations]. Mir psikhologii, 1(13), 26-54.

Sobkin, V.S. (Ed.). (2006). Sotsiologiia doshkol'nogo vospitaniia. Trudy po sotsiologii obrazovaniia [Soci-
ology of preschool education. Works on the sociology of education], Vol. XI, Issue XIX. Moscow,
Tsentr sotsiologii obrazovaniia RAO.

Sobkin, V.S., Abrosimova, Z.B., Adamchuk, D.V,, & Baranova, E.B. (2004). Podrostkovaia deviatsiia:
tsennostnye orientatsii i zhiznennoe samoopredelenie [Adolescent deviation: Value orientations
and life self-determination]. In V.S. Sobkin (Ed.). Sotsiologiia obrazovaniia. Trudy po sotsiologii
obrazovaniia, Vol. IX, Issue XV (pp. 195-207). Moscow, Tsentr sotsiologii obrazovaniia RAO.

Sobkin, V.S., & Kalashnikova, E.A. (2019). Osobennosti mezhpokolennykh razlichii v zhiznennoi
pozitsii podrostkov [Features of intergenerational differences in the life position of adolescents].
Sotsial'naia psikhologiia i obshchestvo, 10(3), 19-39. https://doi.org/10.17759/sps.2019100302

Sobkin, V.., & Kalashnikova, E.A. ( 2020). Professionalnye predpochteniia uchashchikhsia i
sotsiokul'turnye transformatsii professionalnykh grupp [Professional preferences of students and
socio-cultural transformations of professional groups]. Sotsial’naia psikhologiia i obshchestvo, 11(3),
114-134. https://doi.org/10.17759/sps.2020110308

Sobkin, V.S., & Marich, E.M. (2002). Sotsiologiia semeinogo vospitaniia: doshkol'nyi vozrast [Works on
the sociology of education: preschool age], Vol. VII, Issue XII. Moscow, Tsentr sotsiologii obra-
zovaniia RAO.

Sobkin V.S., & Pisarsky P.S. (1992). Sotsiokul’turnyi analiz obrazovatel’lnoi situatsii v megapolise [Socio-
cultural analysis of the educational situation in the metropolis]. Moscow, Ministry of Education of
the Russian Federation.

Sobkin, V.., & Pisarsky, PS. (1992). Tsennostnye orientatsii starsheklassnikov nachala 90-x.
Krossku'turnoe sopostavlenie (Moskva-Amsterdam) [Value orientations of senior high school stu-
dents at the beginning of the ‘90s. Cross-cultural comparison (Moscow-Amsterdam)]. In Trudy po
sotsiologii obrazovaniia [Works on the sociology of education], 1(2), 6-63.

Sobkin, V.S., Skobeltsina, K.N., Ivanova, A.IL, Veriasova, E. S. (2013). Sotsiologiia doshkol'nogo detstva
[Sociology of preschool childhood]. In Trudy po sotsiologii obrazovaniia [Works on the sociology of
education], Vol. XVII, Issue XXIX. Moscow, Institut sotsiologii obrazovaniia RAO.

Sobkin, V.S., & Smyslova, M.M. (2014). Sotsial'noe samochuvstvie podrostka: otsenka uspeshnosti
zhiznnykh perspektiv (po materialam krosskul'turnogo issledovaniia [The social well-being of the
adolescent: Assessment of the success of life prospects (based on cross-cultural research)]. Vestnik
Tiumenskogo gosudarstvennogo universiteta, 8, 19-27.

Sobkin, V.S., & Vaganova, M.V. (2006). Rossiiskii podrostok: zhiznennye perspektivy i strakhi.
Sotsiokul’turnye transformatsii podrostkovoi subkul’tury [The Russian adolescent: Life prospects and
fears. Sociocultural transformations of teenage subculture]. In V.S. Sobkin (Ed.), Trudy po sotsi-
ologii obrazovaniia [Works on the sociology of education], Vol. XI, Issue XX (pp. 7-18). Moscow,
Tsentr sotsiologii obrazovaniia RAO

Tsvetkova, I. V (2017). Otnosheniia s roditeliami kak vaktor sotsialnogo samochuvstviia podrostkov
[Relations with parents as a factor in the social well-being of adolescents]. Azimut nauchnykh issle-
dovanii: pedagogika i psikhologiia, 6(4) (21), 428-431.

Vandanova, E.L. (2018). Problemy deviantnogo povedeniia i sotsialnogo samochuvstviia detei i po-
drostkov [Problems of deviant behavior and social well-being of children and adolescents]. In
M.A.Popova (Ed.), Zdorovyi obraz zhizni i okhrana zdorov'ia. Sbornik nauchnykh statei II Vserossi-
iskoi nauchno-prakticheskoi konferentsii s mezhdunarodnym uchastiem [Healthy lifestyle and health



26 Sobkin, V.S., Kalashnikova, E.A.

care”. Collection of scientific articles of the Second All-Russian Scientific and Practical Conference
with International Participation], pp. 257-259.

Van de Kaa, D.J. (2010). Demographic transitions, Encyclopedia of Life Support Systems (EOLSS). De-
mography. EOLSS Publishers, 1, 65-103.

Vygotsky, L.S. (1984). Sobranie sochinenii v 6-ti t. T.4 Detskaia psikhologiia. [Collected works in 6 vol-
umes, Vol. 4, Child Psychology]. Moscow, Pedagogika.

Young, C., Roberts, R., & Ward, L. (2019). Application of resilience theories in the transition to parent-
hood: A scoping review. Journal of Reproductive and Infant Psychology, 37(2), 139-160. https://doi.
org/10.1080/02646838.2018.1540860

Original manuscript received March 9, 2023
Revised manuscript accepted May 5, 2023
First published online June 30, 2023

To cite this article: Sobkin, V.S., Kalashnikova, E.A. (2023). Features of the Life Position of Mothers
Depending on Their Education and the Childs Age. New Ideas in Child and Educational Psychology,
3(1-2), 3-26. DOI: 10.11621/nicep.2023.0401



